George Taylor Johnson Lifetime Achievement Award


On Friday Evening, January 18, 2008 at 06:00 PM, at the _Wichita Marriott Hotel, 9100 E Corporate Hills Dr., Wichita, Kansas, the U.S. Army Black Aviation Association, Inc., (USABAA) is awarding its inaugural George Taylor Johnson Lifetime Achievement Award to George Taylor Johnson as the founding father and Charter Member of USABAA.   Mr. Johnson sponsored the first USABAA meeting in Wichita, June 22-24, 1983.  USABAA, Inc. is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, and scientific purposes.

CW3 (Ret.) George T. Johnson is a former Army Pilot who served in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. He is a recipient of the U.S. Army Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) for heroism in the Vietnam War in 1964. After his retirement from the U.S. Army, he joined Beech Aircraft Corporation for 24 years, retiring in April, 1992. Always civic minded, George served as the Regional Vice – President of the National Business League, on the Kansas Aviation Advisory Committee and the Private Industry Council of Wichita. He was the President and CEO of Diversified Educational Training and Manufacturing Co. Inc, (DETAMC) formed to hire and train the unemployed. He holds a Bachelors degree from Colombia College, Colombia, MO and is a member of the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity.

The U.S. Army Black Aviation Association, Inc. is the result of a dream of George T. Johnson’s that became a reality. During a one-year period beginning in June of 1982, Mr. Johnson discussed his idea with many friends, non-military and both current and retired Army Aviators.  He realized that significant historical contributions made by many Black Army Aviators had not received due recognition and that these contributions should be reclaimed and archived for prosperity. His mission; that significant contributions made by Black Army Aviators were not lost from recorded history. 

USABAA, Inc. is committed to disseminating current aviation information to its membership and interested young people.  USABAA encourages communication between Aviators and other aviation specialties of the Active Army, Army Reserves, Army National Guard and Retirees from these services. In addition, USABAA encourages and solicits two-way communications and support with other aviation organizations throughout the country.   USABAA is also a founding member of the International Black Aerospace Council (IBAC) along with it’s six other member organizations, all sharing similar aviation related missions and objectives.

The organization’s goals were conceived to:

1. Promote, support and encourage minorities to pursue educational and professional goals in the field of aviation.

2. Develop scholarships and student aid programs that are sufficiently varied to provide opportunities to become aviators, engineers, navigators, technicians or other aviation specialties.

The Charter of the ‘George Taylor Johnson Lifetime Achievement Award’ requires a recipient to be one whose accomplishments demonstrate a  legacy of exceptional service to their country and community while exemplifying the mission, ideals and goals of USABAA.  USABAA is proud to award the first George Taylor Johnson Lifetime Achievement Award to George Taylor Johnson and is grateful for George’s vision, leadership, and dedication which are the founding principles of USABAA.  

George is married to Pamela Cole Johnson.  He has five children, two of which, Maj. (Ret.) Marcella Johnson Stewart and LTC (Ret.) Wendell Johnson, have followed him as career Army officers. 

 

